
completion of the Frazier Performance Hall and the second elevator.  The two are 
long-time patrons of the Tin Building Theatre as well as Art Patrons.  Virginia has 
served two terms on the Art Council board, while Aubrey has served as treasurer 
of the Art Council and “official painting hanger” for the annual Art Classic.  Au-
brey is also actively involved with the Troubadour concert committee.  Aubrey’s 
entry to that committee derived from happenstance:  In the parking lot of Sam’s, 
he came upon Troubadour originator Judi Boston and Kristye Fehler, who had 

Aubrey and Virginia Richards were honored with the Spieler Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the BAC’s Big Event on Saturday, April 10.  Given to individuals who have gone 
above and beyond in volunteering at the BAC over the course of many years, the award is 
named after our founder, Joan Spieler, who received the first lifetime achievement award 
shortly before her death.  
 The Richards have been ardent supporters of the BAC and several sub-groups since 
their first involvement with our organization in 2005.  Virginia has served on the BAC 
Board of Directors for several years, including terms as vice-president and president.  She 
has also served as president of the Culinary Club and has served many years on the Big 

Joan Spieler Lifetime Achievement Award 

Event Committee.  She currently 
is head of the Nominating Com-
mittee.  Virginia was also an active 
participant the Capital Campaign 
effort which brought to fruition the 

purchased more event supplies than they could fit into a suburban.  Aubrey loaded up his vehicle and the rest was history.
 Blake Holman - with the help of the Richards' daughter, Megan Belknap - presented the award.  Holman listed their endeavors, not-
ing his participation in variety shows with Aubrey:  "From tutus, to line dancing to rabbit 
/ bunny outfits – HE is pure fun." Blake also added that he and his wife, Joan, "consider 
ourselves so blessed and are ever so thankful that we had the chance to meet this couple 

who are beacons of and have 
introduced us to the most 
welcoming community in 
the world."
  Accepting the award, 
Virginia and Aubrey spoke 
of how they love Bosque 
County and the various groups with which they are involved.  Virginia 
emphasized the importance of volunteering or supporting organiza-
tions, likening it to tossing a pebble into a pond.  “The ripples flow out-
ward and affect the community at large,” she said.
 We at the  BAC feel fortunate to have this wonderful couple contrib-
uting to life in our little "pond."  •

[Virginia & Aubrey react 
when they realize they are Spieler recipients]

[The Richards are given a standing ovation by the Big Event crowd.]

39th Annual 
Big Event



Thank You!

Big Event Committee
Leanne Donner ◆ Betty Murdoch ◆ Karen Hughes (co-chairs) 

 Joanne Blossom ◆ Karen Cornett ◆ Susan Frazier ◆ Nancy Harvard  
Blake Holman ◆ Janet Jackson ◆ Jan Kieta ◆ Punky Penberthy

 Linda Pfieffer ◆ Virginia Richards ◆  Heather Willmann
Volunteers Friday & Saturday Nights

Tejal Bhakta ◆ Don Boysen ◆ Julie Conley ◆ Blake Holman
 Jimmie & Karen Hughes ◆ Linda Lowrance ◆ Glenn & Linda Pfeiffer 

Aubrey & Virginia Richards

Judith Baker ■ Linda Bracken  
Dr. Sheffield & Shanna Kadane ■ John Linn ■ Allen & Carol Pitts 

 Clifton Classic Chassis Auto Museum

Giraffe
 Gene & Ginger Albrecht  ■ Wylie & Pat Basham ■ Chris & Megan Belknap ■ B.C. & Leslie Bennett 
Tom & Joanne Blossom ■ Dr. Brad & Angela Bowman ■ Stacy Brooks  ■ Kenneth & Karen Cornett 

First Security State Bank ■ Wayne & Beverly Gloff ■ Mike & Lauri Hainsfurther ■ Steve & Kathy Harr 
Blake & Joan Holman ■ Jimmie & Karen Hughes  ■ Frank & Candace Ingram ■ Doug & Jan Kieta   

Rick & Cheryll Lundberg ■ Dr. Kimberly Mezera & Dr. Todd Dewey ■ Joe & Connie Mitchell 
Charlene Parks & Bobby Waddle ■ Wally & Punky Penberthy  ■ Al & Miriam Poteet ■ Aubrey & Virginia Richards  Johnny & Kathy 

Tate ■ Ralph & Fran Townes ■ George & Jenny Walker ■ John & Beverly Ward   
Bill & Sue Watson ■ Dr. Terry Watson

Saturday Night Sponsors
Lion

  Lee & Leanne Donner/Hilltop Securities
Dick & Susan Frazier

Texas Safari - Jack & Nancy Harvard
Rowland & Janet Jackson

Roland & Joyce Jones

Steve & Judy Wells
John & Darlene Thomas ▪ Citizens State Bank ■ Phillip & Juli Simpson 

Mark & Jacquelyn Brown ▪  Jim & Jane Scott ■ Mary Werlinger

Other Donations

Casino Night Underwriting
Bill & Betty Murdoch

I survived my first Safari at the BAC. The journey was led by Leanne Donner. The Caravan included a huge crew 
of volunteers that transformed the Arts Center into the African wilderness. An evening of rich cultures, cuisine, 

music and socializing was enjoyed by all our sponsors that attended. -Paige Sibila, New Managing Director

e-BAC Online Auction Donors
BAC Board of Directors ▪ Big Event Committee

Jo Beck ▪ Tom & Joanne Blossom ▪  Blossom Shoppe
George Boutwell ▪  George Bush Ranch

Busted Oak Winery ▪ Culinary Club
Cliftex Theatre ▪  Karen & Kenn Cornett 

Jose & Becky Cano ▪  Lee & Leanne Donner
Bruce Greene ▪  Martin Grelle ▪  Marvin Grelle
Steve & Kathy Harr ▪  Jeff & Brittany Harris 

Linda Lucas Hardy ▪  Mini Hernandez ▪  Blake & Joan Holman 
Janet & Rowland Jackson ▪  Keith’s Ace Hardware 

Doug & Jan Kieta ■ Shannon McDaniel Yardscapers 
Meredith Kate Fashions ▪  Vickie Mitchell 

Olaf’s Restaurant ■ Jean Olliver 
Mike Rountree – Rountree Appliance & Rountree Towers 

Chef Oz ▪  Punky & Wally Penberthy
David Prescott ▪  Ann Patton ■ Virginia & Aubrey Richards

Kathy Tate ▪  Texas Safari – Jack & Nancy Harvard
Lloyd Voges ▪  Wedding Oak Winery
Simone Wichers-Voss ▪  Lisa Wingate

Raffle Item Donors
B.C. Bennett ▪  Breaking Bread Bakery & Deli ▪ Brookshire’s ▪  Stefanie Cobb 

BAC Culinary Club ▪ Leanne Donner ▪ The Foundry ▪ Susan Frazier 
BAC Gift Shop ▪ Steve & Kathy Harr ▪ Blake Holman   

Horny Toad Bar & Grill ▪ The Lash Room (Bree Robertson) 
 Vickie Mitchell

Gun Raffle
Blake Holman & Jimmie Hughes 

Evening on Safari 
April 9-10


